Antibiotic concentrations in liquor compared to the minimal inhibitory concentrations of isolates in paediatric bacterial meningitis. The Finnish Study Group.
The susceptibilities of 171 bacteria which caused meningitis in 200 children were tested for their susceptibility as minimal inhibitory concentrations (MICs) for the antibiotics used in therapy. These antibiotics were chloramphenicol, ampicillin, cefotaxime and ceftriaxone. The MICs were compared to the minimal concentrations of the drugs seen in the cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) samples. The minimal bacteriostatic capacity (lowest concentration in CSF/MIC) of both cephalosporins was superior to that of chloramphenicol and ampicillin. The correlation of the finding with the speed of liquor sterilization in the treatment groups is discussed.